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Nor long 


. appointments as’ a rule have to be 
cleared through the Egyptian Ministry | F 

Rome, of Information, Ministry officials are ex; 
ago, a Cairo-based reporter tremely polite but obviously have little! 


{for a Wostern newspaper filed a story on. influence within the government. -Their:. ; 


‘the Sudan, He handed his copy to the! “We will call you” seldom produces Tes 
Cairo cable office, fully realizing that it sults, \ ok 
_ tmight be censored and neither he nor his';; Western reporters ara thus often forecd! 


‘editors would ever be told what deletions - to rely on their Egyptian compatriots 


; were made. i. and, Western diplomats for analysis of - 
; What he did not know was that the: news, which most often comes through’ 
‘story was totally suppressed — that is, Cairo’s official Middle Last News ‘Agency? 
sever sent, Also never delivered, he later; ‘gr the authoritative newspaper Al: 
i discovered, were oo aa i Ahram, 
; tic cables from his editors asking where. .; 
‘the story was. Another. Western reporter ee one British pat 
,in Cairo filed a routine story based om: -autious these days, leery of whom they;,*.., 
ian official statement by a government talk to and what they say. 
- Spokesinan, The Egyptian censor—appat-. One understands why when it is recall 


jently deciding the statement was unwise -ed that only weeks ago some 30 of these!” 


or ill-founded—changed it, but so. skill-. | aping di rece| 
sfully that the reporter’s editor never. _ Jounalises clues ee eee 


daily, Al Akhbar, were: 
‘realized the alteration and thus printed, doiiel ee ees ‘of 4 general shake- up 


,An incorrect story. ordered by President Nasser. 
Cairo reporters—like all Egyptian resi . 


4 Still another Western reporter received: 

- fa cable from his office requesting a story; i ,dents—are afflicted by the government’ sr 
con “the successes of the Islamic summit’ 'sharp censorship over incoming reading: / 
“conference” (held two months ago). ed ‘matter. Although a variety of Western} 
‘reporter subsequently discovered ‘his of- |'newspapers and magazines arrive’ daily 
‘lice had actually requested a story Ol jn Cairo, they are held up in the censor’s 4 
CO “the successes, and failures. , 4.” but! ofiice, They usually appear three or; four} 


ithe Cairo. censor deleted the last. two: days late, if at all, and sometimes witht 0°.” 


Gide: : a | articles ‘or full’ pages cut, out. - 


Nagai” .The censorship - is erratic, Copies . by 
, Siete now than ever ? j rime and Newsweek may sometimes not’: 
‘ Censorship has always heen a recog-). be on ‘the stands, but the salesman can! 


\ nized hazard for reporters trying to: usually ‘produce them for a price. And} ‘ 


‘cover the Middle East. To varying de-i there is one stand in Suleiman Pasha‘ 
“grees and in differing ways. it is applied ,“street in’ downtown Cairo where the: Lon-d 


sin all Arab countries ‘and in Israel. But ; don Evening News, a paper seldom seen: te o 


Jong- time residents of Cairo say it has’ outside Britain, may be had. only, a day; 
never been stricter and — as the above: ' date—also for a price. 
cexamples show—never more icant Despite these barriers to fully kiowst 
nor moré ludicrous. : “ edgeable reporting, Cairo remains thei 
+ The blue pencil is not the only weapon. 
‘Correspondents are limited in where they": ern reporter says the. correspondents: 
can go, whom they can talk to'and ‘what? , there have come to recognize the followe! 
they can read, ing unofficial guidelines: ‘ 
. In all Egypt, the only areas now open | 1, Any quotation from an official sources) 
to reporters (and tourists, as well) are, must first have been carried by Lgypt’s : 
’ Cairo, the nearby Pyramids at Giza,. the | Middle ast News Agency, a-Cairo paper > 
antennae | ‘or the staté-controlled radio, ' 4 
Mr. Schmick, chief of The’ Sun’s Rome j 2. Quotations from . any umofticial | 
Bureau, has recently been in Egypt and: source are suspect and may. be censorad:; 
other Middle Eastern countries, Smee,’ if they are critical or unflattering to the, 
upper Nile cities of Luxor and Aswan and’ government. - 
the Mcditeranean port of Alexandria,’ de ’ 3. It is unwise for a reportér to inj 
| But to get.to Alexandria, a reporter, his own views—a policy that makes rth 


‘may not drive; along the direct Nile delta |- Sort of analysis reporting very difficult. 


road. The goverment apparently’ fears !" 
C. he would photograph or gather. informa- \:sefvice messages between a reporter and 


fion about ane. Egyptian air babes ane | his editors, or mail—are subject’ to. 
this road. . a 3 


‘" Instead,. a, oe ter must drive: the i or. deletions. of which neither Sender nor 
‘longer road ‘that doglegs through the |.,receiver is advised.) Ms 


desert, or lake the train. The Suez C. In, additi hejp ne 
Zone has ‘héen officially @P' CME ae aay fl 


‘a number‘ of.months now./°.°%.." a ve snail is, sometimes, ‘pened, and,’ ‘gonsored,). 


gs” 


Approved oh Release 2004/09/28 : oft ie 01314R000300470002-0 


bent and bat 


| Access to public officials is tightly con- : 7 
* trolled. Although there are. exceptions,” cone 


a firm belief - within 


“most important Arab capital, One West.) 


. Any outgoing or incoming communi-| . 
{. -eations—whether . news reports, simple; - 


blind” censorship—that is, alterations” 


A West. German ‘news agency, fOT CX +. aoemeeteseeeiensatnenamenies 


ample, conducted its own survey and dis. ! re Aitattts aciaeds 


‘covered that out-of roughly 60 letters” 
sent between it and its home heen about. 
30 per cent never arrived, eae 
i" East moves: in’ . a f 4 

Other reporters say their mail is some-} 
times opened and that personal letters‘ 
will arrivewith the envelopes’. brazenly » 
slit and pages occasionally missing. The; 


- reasons for this behavior are unclear. At, pee 


" the very least, it would seem to indicate. 
the Egyptian 
theirarchy that Western Feporters are not! 
“to he trusted. « 

: In any case, the result j is that i in recent” 
"years the Western press éstablishment in. 
Cairo has. dwindled while the ‘Eastern | 
has dramatically increased, ‘ 

The'-Soviet Union now. has seven or! 


eight journalists based. there. East*Ger-« 


, many has six., Hungary. , Czechoslovakia, » 

: Poland,’ Romania, ' ‘North ‘Vietnam; Red 
China and Cuba. each Bb ts 0 mn: Gor 
Tes reandente ai audio Heat et 


oo Ancien Lopes SARI. 
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